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companies. The English Merchant Adven-
turers alone shipped forty thousand pieces of
cloth to Flanders in the following year. Some
of the Steelyard privileges were restored to the
Hanseatic merchants by Mary in 1554, but they
never regained their former hold, and some
years later the English company was finally
abolished.

English merchants had arisen in much larger
numbers than in former times; their opulence, re-
flected much honour upon their calling, and they
became a great service to the State. Sir Thomas
Gresham traded largely with Antwerp, then
the " staple " for English products, and in 1551
was made " mayor of the staple." His influence
was in marked contrast to that of the lords who
quarrelled for leadership during Edward VI.'s
nominal occupancy of the throne. His com-
mercial training and know] edge of the world
gave him a clearer vision of things than the
wrangling politicians and prelates possessed,
and, having the courage of his convictions, and
the sense of strength that successful trading
generally endows a man with, he wielded con-
siderable power. At Antwerp he protected
Edward from the imposition of the Dutch and
Jewish money-lending fraternity, into whose
clutches the young king had been drawn ; and
in later years, knighted, elected lord mayor,
and otherwise honoured, was often entrusted
with commissions abroad and at home that few
men of the court would have been equal to.
In Lombard Street he was banker, merchant,
money-lender, and pawnbroker, with agents in
all the commercial centres of the world. As